GUIDE 
TO 


CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


P rom, Pine on cation. 


WITNESS oF THE | HOLY SPIRIT. 


eB | have had some reasonings in my mind concerning the witness 
of the Spirit in sanctification: pray what is your view of it? : 

P. The witness of the Spirit in this state is much the same as ” 
“that which followed your justification and adoption. He then bore 
witness with your spirit, that you were a child of God ; and now, 
you are purified and made entirely his.” :Lhere is some difficulty 
‘in speaking on this. subject, because it is better felt than. expressed ; 
“yet something may be said of its influence and effects, though at can= 
‘not be fully explained. 

Its influence is clearly. expressed by St. John, where he says, The 
anointing Which ye have received of him abid« hen you, and ye need 
not that : any man teach you; but as the same anointing teacheth you 
of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taucht. 
-you, ye shall abide in him.” Where this is experienced, the testi- | 
mony of our.own mind is equally clear that the work is wrought, ere 
agreeing with the blessed Spirit of truth, that we are sincerely and ee ee ( | 


- fully given up to the Lord; or, as it is ‘expressed by St. Paul, “ Our 
rejoicing iS this;—the testinony of our conscience, that in simplicity 
and godly sincerity, not with fleshly w isdom, but grace. eof God). 
we have our conversation in the world.” 
Spirit of Holiness is the great agent m renovation Our 
-nature. While in our carnal state, and without Is gracious assistance, 
we cannot please God. We are none of his, but transgressors under E 
condemnation: “for to be carnally-minded is death.” Wethenare 4 
at enmity with him, and neither are, nor can be, subject to his holy 
Taw. / Consequently, if we were not to receive assistance from, above, : 
-we could never be saved, not having either desire or. inclination to- ae 
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242 Guide to, Christian Perfection. 
When the Lord in great compassion begins the work of our salva-_ 
tion, he first becomes a “ swift witness” against our sins, reproving us 
especially for our unbelief. In this “spirit of bondage to fear,” we 
are constrained to renounce all our vain confidences, empty pretences: 
to coodness, false and ill-founded hopes ; and to hie at his feet as guilty, 
helpless criminals. Whatever alarms are excited in the soul, which — 
‘manifestly tend to God, proceed from the Holy Ghost; who teaches 
us, by these rigorous measures, the absolute necessity of believing in 
the Lord Jesus for salvation. He glorifies him by taking of the 
things of his kingdom and showing them to us when weare thus hum- 

bled ; and by this means fills our hearts with joy and gladness. 
When this change takes place, and we are adopted into the family — 

of God, then the Spirit of truth graciously witnesses to our adoption. — 
‘He beareth witness with our spirit that we are the children of God ;”” 
_and, by imparting righteousness, peace, and joy to our souls, becomes 
the blessed seal of the ‘precious. promises of God; and an earnest of 
\.. our everlasting inheritance. 
But still there are ‘things that are reproved” remaining in us, 
which must be removed: for it is not the Lord’s usual method to re- 
new us fully “in the spirit of our mind” immediately on our recon- 
~ciliation with him; because, probably, we are not then sufficiently 


| sensible of the nature or necessity of so great a benefit; and it is not 


his-way to impart blessings till we fecl our need of them. He soon, 
yg however, by his light, makes manifest the evil propensities of our na- 
ture, and points us to the most excellent manner of clorifying Ins 


«holy name, by direeting ctr hearts into his perfect love. God 

~. Jove; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him: 

herein is our love’ made perfect, that we may have boldness in the 
day of judgment; because as he is, so are’we in this world.” 

St. Paul, writing to the Ephesians, says expressly, ** And you hath 

“ay he quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins ‘i and yet he exX 

ia @©€6©—isSsorts them not only to avoid gross immoralities, but to put off also 

~ the “old man,”’—the corrupt principles and deceitful desires of their 

_ hearts; and to “put on the new man, which after God is created | 

me in righteousness and true holiness,” that they might be filled with 

| ane As the Holy Spirit thus convinces us. of inbred sin, he also bears — 

to thee purification of our soul 

says the Apostle, “have rece 

but the Spirit which is of God, that we might KNow the things that 

are freely given to us of God.” (1. Cor. ii. 12.) Now, sanctifica- 

ton being one of these things, how shall it be known that we have 

» received it, if the Spirit of wisdom do not reveal it | 

_ words, testify to the truth of what is wrought in our 

= “fully confirins this, when he says, 


rom 


ouls, when it has taken place. | 
ived, not the spirit of the world, 


tous; or,inother | 
souls? St. John 
“He that kéepeth his command- 
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Witness of the Efoly Spirit | 


ments, dwelleth in God, iad God in him; and hereby. we know that 
he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.” Does not 
all this evidently prove how clear and express “the testimony of the 
Spirit is to his own work in believers? For my part, I cannot see 
how such a change can take place, and such a union subsist between 
them and their living Head, without an inward testimony from. above 
that they and their works are pleasing and acceptable to God. 
Does this witness iminediately follow. the purification of the 
soul? 
P. Sometimes it does, but not Where it does not, there 
} ought to be a continual expectation till it be received. Where it IS 
not given, the first trial or temptation which damps our joy will prob- 
: ably. cause us to question the reality of what is actually wrought in. 
~ our hearts; and, by throwing us into a state of unbelief, bring on a_ 
great indifferent ey to this instantancous deliverance from. inbred sin, 
‘and incline us to: inactivity in the service of God, and to heart-back= 
sliding. Jt is the aim of Satan to cut off our expectation of greater 
| attainments and he strikes the deepest in times of discouragcment. 
make this still plainer, I would. speak of this witness as imply- 
ing both act and habit. ‘There are times in which the witness I$ 8Q:. 
strong and clear as to afford the fullest assurance that believers ‘are 
brought into this glorious libe: rty ; ; and. this.is followed by an unusual - 
overilowing of love, joy, and gratitude. Their souls sink into the 
lowest self-abaseme onder at the wisdom and voodness of God; 
and Jong, as it were, for : a thousand: hearts and toicues, that they. may fi 


i devote them all to int The fecliny of their souls fat such seasons 


eannot well be. described. “It IS rejoicing with joy 

and full of glory ;” an assurance of their adoption and heirship ; an | 

earnest and foretaste of heaven; and a. blesseduess which no one 

~ knoweth, save he that receiveth. it. ~'This is w hat I would call the» 

act, or derect Avitness of the Spirit. | | 
The other is habitual, in such as are established, andj is alw ays at: 

tended with its proper ff uit: though, from various causes, the Witness 


itself is not. always equally clear: it is, indeed, a continuation, in 


Tess di cree, of the act, or direct witness. Belic vers. in this state are, 
obli: to Fouk for the fruit of holiness, ‘much as: at the witness, for, 
their satisfaction ; because, as in. many other instances, what i 1S habit- 
ual, is not so siriking as W har is new and uncommon. Some, not at- 
tending to this, have, by giving way to unprofitable reasonings and 
distrust, so quenched or erleyv ed the Holy Spirit, that he. has, for a 
season, hid his face from “them. By neglectin& to believe in the real- 
vaty of. the work, and give glory to his name, they have brought dark-~ 
ness;on their rhids) and, by the loss they’ have sustained, proved the. 

truth of this observation... should be for you ever to such 
a painful experiment. — 
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244 Guide to Christian Perfection. 


B. What advice would you give me on this subject ? 


P. The best way for you is, by living much in the spirit of impor- 


“tunate prayer, to get the inner man renewed every day, through the 
power of God: this will bring much clearer testimonies from the 
Holy Spirit, and much greater happiness to your own mind. Never 


attempt to separate the witness of entire sanctification from the fruit: 


of it; that is, so live that you may always be possessed of both ; for 


God hath joined them together, and they should not be put asunder, — 


_ The more obedient you are to your present light, the clearer will be 
the witness; and the clearer the witness, the more you will be en- 
couraged to proceed in the “ work of faith, the patience of hope, and 
the labor of love.” | 

Above all things, beware of deubting, now you have received the 
blessing: If you should not, depend upon it that you will be im dan- 
ger of entering into temptation. On the other hand, when you are 
called to beara public testimony for God, be not afraid or ashamed to 


declare what he has done for you? and you will ever find that the — 


~ more clearly you witness for him, the more clearly he will witness a 
you. Such an explicit confession will greatly increase your faith, 
prove a blessing to others, and promote the glory of your Almighty 
Saviour. Should you withhold your testimony, you will find it ex- 
ceedingly difficult to retain the blessing; for the Lord does not intend 


_ sucha light to be hid under a bushel or under a bed; either in the - 


bustle of the world, or in entireexclusion from its concerns. 


\ 


\ 


The effects, or fruits, of this salvation are said by the Apostle to. 


: be love, joy, peace, long-suffering, goodness, faith, meekness, tempe- 


rance; in a word, every Christian grace and temper, matured and 
evangelically perfected after the divine will... O blessed -state ! may 
you and | abound therein, walking and living in the Spirit; that his 
will may. be done by us on earth, as it is by those in heaven! = 
_ Such are my views of this matter.. This 1 conceive to be the 
manner of the Spirit’s general working ‘on the minds of believers. 


Some may be led in a way different fromm this ; for there are “diver- 
sities of operations ;” yet all tend to. one’ point,—a meetness for 


heaven > for it is the same God that worketh ail in all, after the coun- 

onde hope to profit by what you have said. Still pray for me, that 
I may be “kept from the paths of the destroyer,” and that I may be 


; blameless and harmless, a son of God, without rebuke, shining as a 
light m the world.” | 
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Plain Discourses. 245 


PLAIN DISCOURSES.—DISCOURSE IL. 


_ “J write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's 
sake. I write unto you fathers, Sacenes you have known him that is from the be- 
ginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the w icked 
one. I write unto you, little children, iabiais ye have known the Father. [have 
written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. 
_ [have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God 
abideth i in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one. — John i. 12—14. | 


hi here are few Christians who do not know that there are different attainments 
in the divine life. Some are strong, while others are weak in faith. » Some have 
oreat il!umination and abundant comfort, while others are comparatively poor in 
these enjoyme nts. Hence it is that some of the children of God are called babes in 


Christ, while others are spoken. of as strong men. St. John has spoken. of Chris: . 


tians under three Glasses ; little children, young men, and fathers ; and under these 
Ulfree classes we shall say all that is important to ourrsubject at this time. 

I. cuiLpReN, or BELOVED CHILDREN. This appellation will suit those 
who were young in years, or who had been but recently called to the profession of 
the Gospel!” ‘he word also will express the affection and kind regards ot the apos- 
le, towards them. Perhaps they were the fruit of and their conver- 
sion the answer to his prayers. | 

These little children had known. the or had known as the Father, the 
merciful and bountiful provider for his creatures... There may be in this character 
> of the F ather, an allusion to the different. dispens ations of the Gospel, i In which the 

“Father is first ‘and chielly revealed, We first. know God as the universal sovereign 
and law giver of his’ creatures 3, and we fear and tremble before. him, knowing that. 
are cannot look upon iniquity with, approbation, M e then know hitin as the Father, 
of his children, taking care for thein and exogtising mercy towards them. But then, 
such is the clory of his perfections, that while we conte ‘mplate him, our fears often 


elass.ol Christians: serve God w ith. sincerity, but in the spirit of bondage. and 
not having received the spirit of adoption, by which we cry, ** Abba, Father.” 

Bat though des titute of the spirit of adoption, and of that comfort and confides 

which make the service of God a delight, their sins are forgiven for his name 'S 


predomini ate over our hopes, and our souls are pe rplexity and trouble. _ This 


sake. Such are little children j in the Gospel sense of the word, and dying they i 


would enter into rest. But Gud having provided better things, a better state for ct, 

| it is our duty. to seek them. 

Th. Youna men, Three things are éf these. | | 
‘They are strong. Youths in the prime of their spiritual life, soldiers, 
- fighting under the banner of Christ, who had confounded Satan in his wiles, and 
overcome hiin by the blood of the | Lamb. The whole work of the Spirit had been 
strensthened in them. Their faith had taken root like a tree planted in arich soil. 
Their hope had embraced the promises of future good, and bah gait ak had exulted in the 

anticipation of eternal blessedness.. 

2. The word of God abideth in them, even that word ‘whith is a lamp to ‘the | 
feet and a light to their path—that word. which is a counsellor and, ou: ide, always 
near, yea it abideth in them, Itis a law that conyerteth the soul. It is the sword 
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of the Spirit with whiek he puts to flicht armies of aliens. It isa rich, vast. prom- 
ise which containeth all we need—grace here, and glory hereafter. 
3. Have overcome the wicked one. The devil is here called the wicked one. He is 
also called, emphatically, the accuser of the brethren. He accuseth them of sins they 
have not committed, and tells them who are justified that they are not the children 
of God. But they have resisted, and also overcome this wicked one by receiving 
the witness of the Spirit testifying to their spirit that they are ‘the children of God. 
Hence, they serve alacrity, bearing the trials and. 
II. Faruers. These are described as having keowi him who is from the be- 
sinning—or those who had been converted at the very commencement of Chris- 
tianity, and had seen the eternal Word manifested in the flesh. The apostle assumes 
that the progress of these in holiness had corresponded with the length of time they 
had been in the school of Christ, and the privileges and opportunities they had en-» 
joyed there for growing in grace and in the knowledge of Christ. The virtues de- - 
scribed in the foregoing classes, little children and young men, had been seenin | 
the blossom, or in a crude state, are here found, full grown, and perfectly. matured. 
They have the mind that was in Christ. They love God with all their heart, and | 
_ their neighbor as themselves. And all « the fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, ‘faith, meekness, temperance,” &c., have 
_ ripened in their_ bosoms, and been carried out in their lives. T'hey are the perfec) | 
Christians, in whom all the virtues of little. children and young men,.are found : 
Here are three classes of Christians, with distinet, though | 
ie each other. Like a well tuned instrument of many strings, a emit a 
Ss ‘sounds for the spiritual: ‘ear, but all i in perfect harmony. 7 
“We close these rémarks with a few reflections. 
5 Let none: despise, the day of small things. The babe i in Christ has’ a Charweier, a 
though it be. yet’ imperfect. Asin the natural, so ‘a religious sense, we 


| perfy ct state, and grow up to the stature of a perfect man in Christ Jesus. We 
cannot deny them a real religious character without doing them the greatest injury. 


them 5 but to put insuperable difficulties in their way. Will it be: good for them to 
be thrown into “perplexity and despondency You make sad the minds. of those 

whom God hath not made sad, and destroy the souls for whom Christ died. ~Rath-- 
er take them. by the hand had gently lead them, feeding both the sheep and the 


lambs, with the doctrines and instructions ‘nited their state. Thus. you 


| lead them on to perfection, . 


c 


er proof did | say? Yes, a whole class of witnesses,even all who bear with propri- 
y ety. the appellation of fathers. If what we have said of little children be correct,— - 
if they are so called to mark them as imperfect Christians, then young men will be 
. Ss class higher ; and fathers, having been trained the longest in the school of Christ, 
will be found without spot, and blameless, and possessing an unimpeachable char- 
acter. In a word, they will be found perfect Christians. This the ministers of the — 
jeer should see, and labor to promote,—and their labor shall not be in vain in the. 
Lord. Labor Aobring the to perfection, must. be in the ry es of the 


babes before we'can be men. We are born into the. kingdom of Christ in anim- 


'. To deny them this, is not to induce them to run with patience the race set before \ 


Our text affords another of the of Chtistian ‘Anoth- 


246 | 
i 
2 
4 
4 : { 
| 
| 
| i 


"Perfecting of the | 


“is open for them to go on unto perfection. But who will rouse them to a sense of 
their duty and privilege? 


GOSPEL MINISTRY. 


The writer of the following short essay, has long had a desire to contribute some- 


of the church. That so few and feeble efforts are made by the church, and the 
“ministers of the gospel, to raise the standard of Christian perfection, has long been 
a source of grief, but not of despair. He has long been convinced that the time 
| would come when the cause of holiness would revive in our land, and he knows 
soi no reason why we should not look for the truth of that ‘observation made by / 
-/ + Mr. Charles Wesley to his brother John: ‘“ You will live to see instances of sanc- 
| tification as frequent as those of justification.” | | | 
There are two objécts which the ministers of the gospel should always keen in 
view—the enlargement, of the church, and the perfecting of the saints in holiness, 
At this time it appears that we ougtl to turn our attention more partic larly to the 
internal state of the church, and endeavor to make her all glorious within. And 
we should do this the rather, because, when the work of holiness revives in the 
church, the work of God revives in all its branches. 


ee es We cannot look into the gospel without being convinced that it was the PET 3 
co of Jesus Christ, in coming. into the world, to recover mankind | out of the snare oF. im 
-~ the devil, and* restore fally the image of God which he had lost in the fall. While. 


many deny that man isa depraved creature by nature, and of course deny that he 


‘needs a change of heart, others, who admit that he needs a change, yet limit it to — | 


what was done in the first moment of conversion, and deny that it can be perfected 
in this life. Of course they have no, sufficient motive to seek a perfect cleansing 
from all sin while in the, body. Ministers and commentators, who ought to teach 

and enforce ‘a different doctrine, have fallen into the same error, ‘gow the conse- 


quences are, the love of many waxes cold; many become lukewarm ; many back-» 
slide ; many irregularities prevail among Christians. Now the cure or preventive { 


of all these evils 1s. found i in the sanctification of our nature. 


| This doctrine, then, should be preached and enforced on all Christians; and itis — 
truly. lamentable that: those who cannot deny our obligation to_ be holy, should, 


nevertheless, put stumbling blocks in the way of the weak and the blind. 


The importance of preaching and enforcing the doctrine of Christian. eetbotion | 


Was never greater than at present. Notwithstanding all the great things our God has 


done for the Church within fifty years past, hér light is only as the light of the moon; ae 
but this doctrine would soon increase it to the brightness of the sun, and make her 


¥\ terrible as an army with banners. This. doctrine nearly every Methodist minister 
~ and member professes: to believe. Here, then, a great part of their difficulties are 
already overcome. Here is a large body of Christians prepared for the work. 


“Many of them would instantly 1 rise and forward, with p et encguragement 


| 


Lord, and, more than every thing else, will confound ber enemies. Thus. the way | 


Tun PERFECTING OF THE SAINTS THE GRAND oBsEcr OF THE | 


thing more efficient than has yet been done, to the internal beauty and prosperity. 
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enjoined it upon his ministers, to feed Ais sheep and lambs. And to feed them 

"3g to instruct them in every thing necessary to be known, and to lead them into his 

ordinances, that they may be holy, as he is holy. The ministers of the gospel are 

workers together with God, in building up the church a holy temple to the Lord. 

May the writer be permitted to suggest a few things to his brethren in the 

1. Let every preacher make the work of sanctification a distinct, though not.an 

exclusive object in his charge. | 

2 Let them preach this subject in all the societies. vo 

3. Let them make it the subject of conversation with the members. By conver- 

sation they will learn what objections still lie in the way, and what particular in- 


and assistance from their ministers. The. great Shepherd of the sheep has repeat- 


4, Let them appoint days of fasting and prayer, when they think proper, beside 
_ those appointed by the Church, for the revival of this work ; and when any are: 
convinced of the necessity of sanctification, let them mee 
once a week, for conversation and prayer. | 
5. Let the preachers pay the:same strict. attention to every. circumstance of this 
work, as they usually do to the work of conviction and conversion ; looking out the 
‘seekers of it; following them with their exhortations and prayers ; making them 
the subjects of prayer in a similar manner as they do those who are convinced of 
sin, and they will not labor in vain. 


t, the preacher an hour, 


6. Let those preachers who enter upon this work, give their method, and the ; 
result of it, through the Christian Advocate and Journal, and other periodicals. y 4 
7. It is owing to our not pursuing this work regularly and systematically that we 

_ have no,more success in it. It is not the occasional or incidental mention of sanc- ee 
tification, or now and then preaching upon the subject, that will accomplish the 
object; but the. giving line upon line, and precept upon precept, here alittle and 


there a little. 


8. To conclude. Let us immediately enter upon this work, and pursue it with N 
constancy and zeal; and it will soon be said to the church, “Arise, shine; for thy 1 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee!” _ | 
“P.S.\ The above was 

lished till now. 
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written rising of twenty years ago, but-has not been pub- 


\ ; | | \y 


Tur Horr THAT Puriries.—The nature of this hope may be des. 

scribed as a delightful expectation of seeing Christ ‘as he is. Whoso 

~~ fixes Ins mindsupon the holy glory of the great Redeemer, as an ob- | 
» ject of supreme attraction, will hope to resemble as well as behold 
him. The natural influence of this hope will be to purify. ‘The man 
who it strive to be clothed upon, with that olorious 
- moral likeness. He will always be aspirine. Not sati 
sree iment, guage naturally is, shall be 

Satisfied, when I awake in thy likeness.” Christian reader, is this _ 


hope ? 


ys 
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The Spirit entering into Glory. 249 


From the Obcrlin Evangelist. 
THE SPIRIT ENTERING INTO GLORY. 


o . Long, long had he lingered on eternity’s shore, 
And waited for the last pang of life to be o'er. 
Fain would he exchange his earth!y abode, 
For the mansions of glory—the city of Gad; 
Though, e’en in the conflict of his dying strife, 
Fis spirit drank sweetly at the fountain of life ; 
Yet he longed to depart, that he fully might prove 
The richness and glory of pardoning love. 
- ?Twas one Sabbath morn, just at dawning of day, 
- When the sweet voice of Jesus.called him away. 
“The day of redemption has opened on thee, 
To-day thoa shalt sup in my kingdom with me.’ 
Delighted, enraptured, ‘he hasted to go, 
|. And scarce passed a thought on thincs here below ; 
Now he treads the dark valley—but he is not alone, 
~ For a convoy of angels are leading him hoine; 
And upward they ¢ euide him through regions of licht, 
Till the gates of Jeftpalem burst on his Rights 


& Allis brightness—all glory—a city of gold ; | | 
Its walls are of jasper—of lustre untold ; 
| gates are of pearl—all is holy and pure ; 
Its beauty 1 is fadeless—its bliss.is 


“AL enraptured he gazes—then exclaims, Con it be, 
hat these mansions of glory are open to me? 
ees : Can it be, that I, a vile worm of the earth, 
Aman of this glory, of heavenly birth 
His angel guards smile on the spirit thus blest, 
And their. looks speak meaning by tongue ne'er expressed. 
i 3 | And now the bright portals are wide open thrown, 
And ten thousand glad voices welcome him: home. 
~ And the high courts of heaven with sweet music ring, 
And this is the song that those pure spirits sing: ° eee 
“O welcome, thrice welcome to thy seat above, i 
| ‘Thou redeemed. one of Jesus, thou ghild of his love ; 
ae ‘Thy warfare j is over, thy race is now run, | 
bi Thy foes are all vanquished, thy victory won.’ | | eee 
Now Jesus accosts him: ‘ Faithful servant, wel done; 
\ Come enter my joy, and sit down on my throne.” oe 
| ‘Then with bright golden harps they strike the sweet strain. 
ew “ All glory to Jesus, the Lamb that was slain 5 > 
Forthou hast redeemed us, with thy. precious blood, | 
And éxalted us princes, priests: to our God. 
The redeemed one of earth can but love and adore; — 
This is heaven. He can ask—he can wish for no more. | 
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_ For the Guide to Christian Per fection. 


the subject of Christian Holiness ; a subject which ought to characterize 
every religious periodical issued from the bosom of the Methodist 
Church. And as your little monthly sheet is designed especially for 
‘the advancement of the Church in holiness, | hope it will be well sea- 


lutely holy. Absolute perfection belongs alone to God the Father, 


taking of the divine nature, whereby the soul is created after God in 
righteousness and true holiness. There is a perfection in nature—in 


‘rious species of animals they are perfect in their kind; and so they 


God’s creation, and not in Christianity? Is there not a perfection, 
too, in Christian holiness, to which men may attain in this life? Yes, 


soul and body, andall that we have and are to God, and his service ; 


perimental, Christian holiness or perfection, sometimes called. sancti- 


in the scriptures of truth ; 
of which w 


— — 


sing? Answer, We must seek for it—we must feel conviction 
for it. _ Can we convict ourselves? No! the Spirit must impress the 
-hecessity of this great blessing upon our hearts. Shall I then be to 
blame if God does not convict me of its necessity? No! But has 
Not God already convinced you of its importance? Let me here in- 
‘a quire into the state of your feelings. Do you not, or have you not 
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Mr. Eprror,—Permit me to give your readers a short article on 


-soned with doctrinal, experimental and practical articles on this subject. — 
~The term holiness is an equivocal term, applying to God, to angels, 
and to pious men. Christian holiness does not consist in being abso- 


— Son, and Spirit, who is infinitely holy above all creatures, and is — 
called, by way of distinction, Holy One.” But fallen men 
may become holy in an accommodated or evangelical sense, by par- | 


the animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms; for we say of the va-_ 


are; and so we may say of the different kinds of vegetation and _ 
minerals, Is there a perfection then in nature in all the diversity of | 


-_ verily, it is the privilege and duty of men to be holy here—even in. 

this life—but all the holiness, which men door shall enjoy in this 
world, or in eternity, is derived: from, God’s holiness, and may be... - 
obtained by faith. “This perfection in holiness, according to Scrip- 
_ ture, not only-consists in an entire self-dedication, or setting apart, of © 


but in saving us from: the guilt, power and in-being of sin—in cleans- 
‘ing us from all unholy passions, desires, appetites and tempers—also, 

inthe fullness of God’s love shed abroad in the heart by the Holy 
~ Ghost, which is given unto us. ‘This is what we understand by ex-. 


fication, and perfect love. This is the doctrine every where taught — 
an experimental and practical knowledge 


Coa’ € must possess, or’ we cannot enter into the kingdom of. 
hI ‘hy inquiry then arises, How shall we obtain. this inestimable 
essin | 
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felt the remains of inatited corruption i your heat? The rising of 
anwer, pride, envy and malice? Do not unbelief, impatience and 
fretfulness, sometimes trouble you ? Do not passion and appetite, 
occasionally, war with’ enlightened conscience. and judgment? If 


these enemies are not all slain, the spirit wall discover them unto US. 


~ A sense of them remaining in the heart, with a desire to be rid of 
them, Is conviction for holiness. O how destroy’ ine are those inward 
enemies to vital holiness. Conviction for holiness in the hearts of 
those who are justified by faith, docs not. rise from a sense of guilt, 

but from a sense of remaining inbred corruption in the heart ; being 
conscious, that while these roots of bitterness are springing up In our 
hearts, we cannot glorify God as we ought. An enlightened view of 


the remaims of inbred sin often produces deep’ conviction, and 
—unfrequently agony of mind. But what kind-of conviction is neces- 
sary for us. to have 1 in order to seek the ereat blessing of. sanctifiea- 


tion successfully We must first feel that we are at a ereat moral 
distance from God; for wraly we are, if the body and roots of sin are 


‘not destroyed. If not in our words and actions, we are in our 


thoughts and. feelings. 


Sccondly, We. should barnestl) desis we. “expeet 


obtain: it. Many Christians realize that they possess the re niains of 


corruption, but have no particular desire to vet rid of it. “Phey be- se 
/heve in its reality, bat not. its” immediate necessity, Bute Ae’ 
Psalmist says, My soul longeth,. yea, even fainteth for the courts 


| the Lord; my heart and my flesh. dneike: out for the living God. 

a “Thirdly, Ti is not enough to earnestly desire this blessing, but we 
“must resolve to seek it, if we ever expect to have it. ‘Many have 
even desired and longed after it at times, but have not found it, be- 
cause they would not come a to seek it with their w 


hearts. ‘herd is no progressing towards this blessing untl there 1s 
= decision of mind by the grace of God to seek it. Says the Psalmist — 
avain, Early will Lseck ‘thee. Here the P salinist resolv cd early. to 


But again, we must put c our resolutions into practice. Nota few 
| have even resolved to seek for the blessing of entire sanctification, 
| cone back; they have. not carried. out their resolutions they 


have come to the cross and looked at it, until it was mavnified into a 
“mountain, then fe aring, frony it and lost the blessmg. Some have 
resolved and | souvht, but found not, because they have sought it by 


works and not by faith : and thus stumbled at ‘the stumbling stone, — 


| One class of professors have imagined the blessing to be what it is 
J Not 3 therefore, they think they cannot obtain it. Another class have 


felt. its necessity ; but W waiting to. make themselves be ter , have 


lost. sight of the mark. This we cannot do; if we tarry ull we are 
better, we shall never come atall. ‘Then let us ‘venture as we are, 
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se by simply relying on Christ by faith in his blood. 
am so sinful and unfaithful, that Christ cannot save me. But Christ 
‘came to save sinners, therefore you are a proper subject for salvation. 


~ faith will nail it to the cross. 


yen 
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Inly believe, and ye shall receive the thing ye ask for: for Christ is 


for he died for you. Then come with all your unworthiness. But I 


must feel more conviction, before | can come to Christ for full salva-— 
tion. ‘Conviction cannot save you. You must embrace him by 
faith; by taking God at his word ; by relying firmly and_ steadily on 
the promises relating to holiness, believing that he ts not only able, 
~ willing, and ready, but that he does perform the great work, while 
you are asking and relying on his mercy for it, and you shall have it. 


Your sins would all vanish, were it not for your unbelief. Your hold- 
ing back fastens unbelief to your heart, but the simple exercise of your 
Surrender, then, the last idol ; yield 


But, says one, I 


-a greater Saviour than you area sinner. But lam so unworthy, Christ 
will not save me. ‘Truly you are unworthy, but Christ is worthy ; 


up your heart to God without any reserve, and lie passive at his feet 


with a humble trust in his merits, and then will the winds cease, and 
a great calm will ensue. You will then learn the truth of the scrip- © 
ture: if you ask for bread, Christ will not give you a stone; neither — 
if you ask for fish, will he give you a scorpion: but he will give you — 
the very thing you ask for. Christ says that for whatsoever’ things 
ye shall ask when ye pray, believe that ye receive thern, and ye shall 
have them. May the God of heaven enable us allto ask for perfec- 5 | 
in holiness, that it may be given; seek that we may id 
and so to knock that the door of salvation may be opened unto us. 


“Horace Mouton, 
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\ | From the Oberlin Evangeltst. 


EXTRACTS OF LE!TERS FROM A CLERGYMAN TO HIS WIFE. No. 6. 


_ My Dear—T trust that yesterday (Sabbath) was a day of rich 
blessings to your soul, Are you realizing more and more of the in- 

dwellings of the triume God? Is this daily becoming more and 


T have been reading with much interest the 14th chapter of the 
gospel by John—particularly from the 18th verse to the close. Please 
turn to it, and you will see that Christ, after hintine in the 19th verse 
that he should continue to. be seen by his disciples after he was re- 
moved from the world, declares plainly ia the 2Ist verse that he will 


manifest himself unto those that keep his commandments. .'This ex- 
cites the astonishment of “ Judas (not Iscariot)” ‘and he inquires, 
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Lord, how is it” can it be) shit thou wilt manifest thyself 
unto us, and not unto the world?’ Then observe how kindly and — 
fully the blessed Saviour, 1 in the (83d verse, explains the mystery to 
the anxious disciple. | 
“Tf any one love me will keep my Ww cords, and my Father w 
love him, and we will eons unto him and rake up our abode with 
him.” O, what a promise is this! And there can be no deception 
about it, for it is from the lips of Christ himself... It would soem as 
promise; but hearken to the announcement which follows in the 25th 
verse: “ But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you @ll thing s,.and bring 
all things to your temenibrance whatsocver I have spoken unto you,’ 
Observe, the Hote Giiost was to be sent in the name of C hristocae it it” 
| were-in the place or stead of Christ—to be to the fiscip Nes all that 
Christ had been. Now is this. the actual meanin: tats premise ? 
“aE SO, what a truth! Chr ist has Tone, but: has 
~who does all for us that Christ W ould or could do yf he were s 
~Q,.ifsthe Saviour to Nis own heiveni— 


on 


and left no. substitute. behind—I had almost said itwould have been 
worse than though he had never come.. It would have been as if the 
| \ great. orb of. day, after he had daw ned forthe first time, upon the 
“and: rolled up to: ‘mid- heaven, scatter darkness and, por Wing 


a~ flood of it over mountain and valley had Suddenly set night, 


‘never more, to. rise. But the’ Comforter came, and who can utter ‘the 


coming Nor is this all! Ts Christ doine no more? After 
such a “Comforter, does he dismiss all personal concern in the w ork of 


a redemption. Look a little farther down to verse 28th: “Hye loved 
ame, ye w ould rejoice becaus? said ¢o unto the ather for my 
Father is greater than 1.” What does this anean?— It is as s though: 
he had ‘said, ought to rejoice because an to the Fath er, 


for my F is ereater than I. 
amediator. He is the. Sovercizn, and now goto tinferceds 
him’ for’ you; I co to be your constant Advoc: ate at the court of 
-. Heaven, where I can accomplish f for you more than L can by remain- 
a W ith you. Ye ought to rejoice at tins.” Yes truly—for this is 
best of all. Just see what a wonderful and admirable arran: 

ment has been made for our sanctification, preservation, and final re- 
eosin The Holy Ghost i Is sent down to take the charee of us, 
and to “teach us all things,’ while Chirist, our crucific d Friend, 
has to stand before the "Father, with) his. w ounded side and his 

hands and feet,.to for'us! ‘And hark! from the 
nght hand of the Father, from the midst of the excclle at glory, He 


\ 


if nothing could be added to heizhten the ct of this charmine 


fall meaning of that word, and who can portray'the blessings of his 


In my o! fice rclation, 
with: 
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4 he the honor of his divine Master. 
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sends down the proclamation, ‘If any man sin, he hath an Advocate 
- with, the Father, Christ Jesus. the Righteous.” Amazing plan! infi- 
nite mer¢y | matchless grace | If such is the divine scheme, devised — 


for our recovery from sin, shall we ever doubt the power of God to 


keep us? ‘Think of the scheme again. A divine Comforter with 
~us—a divine yet humble Advocate with the F ather—a fountain of 


blood on the one hand, a “ fountain of living waters” on the other, 


and an ocean of love all around! Who will famish with thirst, when 
he may drink abundantly? Who will shrink into the Iittleness of 


self, when he may float for ever on the boundless ocean of love? 


MOTIVES TO SEEK PERFECTION. 


Mr. Eprror.—With your permission, T will lay bebe your read- 


ers some of the motives which should influence. them to seek the 
entire sanctification of their moral natures. The Guide has done a i 
great amount of good already, by bringing this subject distinctly and 


fully before the Church, and holding it “there ; and you have my best 
wishes for the success of your labors, now in the evening of your life. 


The experience of entire sanetification: is to every” understanding 
believer, a subject of great Importance ; a and the better ‘It 1s. uinder- 
stood, the better shall we fo it, and to seck 


after it. 


here I premise, that this state is nat to sought 


T Wied from the fear of cong to hell: Ww ithout it, as from a‘sense of 
duty to that gracious Being who has made provision for it in the gos- 


pel, and who, of course, has made it our duty to seek for-it. 


Nor is it necessary to seek this blessing under the impression that 
it is a greater blessing than justification. © “Both are unspeakably great 
and precious blessings. In ‘justification, our sins: are pardoned, and 
our relation to God chanced : so that from being enemies, we become 


children and friends of God. At the time of our justification, a change 
is commenced jin the moral dispositions, and affections of- our nature. 


In sanctification, that change is perfected. © - 
Let the Christian. seek entire for the glory of God, 


Such a motive is pleasing to 
God, and elevates his own soul. The glory of God is the highest 


motive. that can influence an intelligent creature. Never can you 


glorify God as when you are cleansed from all. sin, and have, the 


presence and the prevalence of all holiness, ©, 
[tis your high and exalted privilege, a privilege given you ‘by 
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Sanctification Attamable.. 
‘ God through: the Son of his love, that. you should be nat in all man- 
ner of conversation and godliness, yea, and be filled with all the ful- 
ness of God. | 
T’o be holy is your duty asa responsible member before God. God 
requires it of you. He says, “ Be ye holy, for I am holy.” 
Holiness will greatly promote your own happiness ; and you have 
a right to seek for happiness as connected with holiness ; Just as you 
may avoid misery when it is connected with sin. 
 agaee The spirit of holiness dwelling richly in you, will creatly promote 
your activity and usefulness, both in the church and in the world. 
This will be taking to yourself the whole armor of righteousness on 


, ee the right hand and on the left; with which you shall add to your. 

| , My strensth, and obtain new Victories over the world and the devil, even 

yh. alter’ the flesh (corrupt nature) is all purged out of your heart. 
Finally, Christian reader, this doctrine is the salt of the church. 
7 It both cures and prevents evils. If ever there was a call for a revi- 


val of the work of holiness in the church, it is at the presant. time. 
. This will harmonize the views and feelings of God’s people; it will » 
! edify and enlarge the church ; and, in particular, it will tend. greatly 


to extend that blessed work of sanctification. which has of late SO 
| happily commenced 0 several evangelical denominations. 


Eprror.—I have taken an carly: and deep interest in your 
“ Guide to Christian Perfection.” I hope it will be sustained—ably 
sustained, and do much good. For a while past, have felt it my: 
duty to write something for it, hoping thereby to interest and 
at least some of its readers. y | 


I love the doctrine of sanctification—entire sanctification in this 
life. It is amply, interesting and delightful, as as tant’and 
its excellenicies: and iimportanée, there are a a great, 
| many persons, and some professing Cl iristians, Who doubt or deny its. 

attaimableness in this life. Perhaps some of this. class read your 
— “Guide ;” if so, permit me to saya few words to them. » | 
Do you not believe a man must, be sanctified in ¢/zs life, in order 
for a reception into heaven? But when is a man to be sancufied ? Re 
Just as his soul is leaving the body ; or at: any time when ligwill seek’ 
for itt) You say the but’ pray tell us why. “Es not.God 
able and.as willing to sanctify us now as at any | future tine? Or. oF 
does sanctification and imply a state of purity and holiness 
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_ to seek, attain, and then Uve the 


256 Guide to Christian Perfection. 


“inconsistent with a state of trial and temptation.: We think not. — 
What is sanctification ? Let us understand the: term. — It is nothing — 


more, and certainly nothing less, than loving God with all the heart, 


‘soul, mind, and strength ; and our neighbors as ourselves. And can- 


not a man do this? Certainly he can, for God commands him to ; 
and he could not command what is impossible. ~ 


The fact is, you associate with sanctification so much that does not — 
belong to it, as to make its attainment difficult and impossible. ‘Take 
‘the Bible, not human reason for your guide, and let its commands, 
- provisions, promises and examples in relation to this subject, elevate | 
the standard of Christian perfection to its proper height. _ | 
_ There is another class of persons, who, though they believe in the | 


doctrine as scriptural, important and attainable, make no persevering 


effort to attain to it. There are thousands of this class, in our church — 
and in others. Some of them have much and deep convictions cn — 
— the subject.’ At times, God takes off the veil from their hearts, and 
_ shows them the pride, anger, self-will, &c. that lurks within. “They 


then resolve to seek for a clean heart; mourn over their inbred 
corruptions, and. inquire how they may attain to that most desirable 
state. But alas! how many of them, after seeking awhile, become 


discouraged, and give it up, until God again calls up thcir attention. 
Others have but little conviction, and make but feeble, if any, efforts — 
_ inrelation to it. They have erroneous and confused ideas respecting 
its nature, its extent, and the means of its attainment; consequently | 
_ they neglect it altogether. O, how many hundreds and thousands 
hive without the blessing of sanctification, when they ought and might _ 
be sanctified. Some of them are ministers of the Gospel. Their 
Influence and efforts are moulding the characters and directing the. 


steps of immortal souls. What is more necessary than that they 


should love God with all their hearts ; be holy inwardly and outwardly, 
-and stand clear in the blessing of entire sanctification? They are 


bound to preach this docrine, but how can they do it as they ought, — 
unless they enjoy it themselves? | 


. 


O, the importance of a holy and sanctified ministry. Eternity 
alone will disclose its Importance. 


Think, my brethren, what depends upon us. The eyes of hun- 


_. dreds are fixed upon us, watching what we do, and how we do it. 
Their salvation, in a certain sense, is in our hands. Our knowledge, 


experience and practice may be the hinge on which will turn their 
everlasting destiny. O solemn thoucht! O- fearful responsibility ! 
If we are cold.and dead in the pulpit, inconsistent in our lives, and 
deficient in our experience, we shall communica 
others, and be held’ responsible for the 
therefore, to be holy and devoted; hi 


humble and faithful. We oucht 
blessing of sanctification. Then 


the same spirit to 
consequences. We ought, 
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; would our examples shed a light upon the dabkness of the world, and 
bring many to a knowledge of the truth. As private members of 


the church, also, it Is important we should be sanctified; should ex- 
perience, enjoy, and live the blessing. How much easier it would be 
to overcome the wicked one; and doing our duty, it would prevent the 
most, if not all, of those « ups and downs” that we so often have ; 


it would give constancy and regularity to our enjoyments ; stability to 
our religious purposes? and efficic ency and success to our Christian 


efforts. What an influence there is ina holy life. It operates se- 


eretly, powerfully and extensively. O then, my Christian friends, 


wake Inquire after your high, blood- bought: privileges. Seck 


for that great, good, and best of all sanctification 
seek till you Gad it. Be not discouraved. As tor you, ‘the Lord 


designs to give itto you. Quly seek, pray, live and believe for. it, 
and | it is yours. 


The follow ing ecommunie: Won Ouhibits soine te de iC1OUS fruits ‘of 


it was written a few months since ima lady's Album, in this city, by a mecinber of 
the Illinois: Conference, who isa Mi issigMary among the Indians. Br. Copway. 1s 
himself the son of an Indian Chief, | 


As I roamed on the wild waste—in the dick woods —far from the 


ways of God—unconscious of my end, and to what purpose, I lived — 
earth—my bow loved—the. war spear T had was delight 
and the tomahawk skillfully” wield—a, native of. the woods, a wild 
~ untutored boy—among the w olves [L made my bed—w hile on my na- 


tive hills | hunted thes cane, over the northern-streams. | 
T heard a voiee—I saw a man—a lamp in his hand—borne by the 


wines of love—amazed, looked. Beauty was) his form—lis eyes 
‘spoke—that it wasa I Fiend: OQ! it was the messenger of Peace— 
-on me he gazed—on me—he came and bade me cat. O! it was. 
“sweet to my taste—religion. Soon my blanket fell, ny bow was gone, 
arrows lost, spear broke, and buried the tomahawk, | 
He clothe me, he gave me sword, shield, breastplate and arrow 
for the war ‘He cave me, dastly wings of love aid bade me 
—where ?. where huinan feet have trod the soil—tell of the true God 
~—tell them of Christ’s life, death, resurrection and ascension—tell 


of the creat feast for “all nations.” From my native home I flew to 


the wild waste of the west--blow—b Jow the jubilee—as I told of free 


and fall salvation. Hail—hail echoed ‘in the woods—glory to God 
—poor Indians are on the w War Is.ceasing, Pray—O. 


pray for me—for [ want to. live and die a poor wanderin: missionary, 
that I may at last receive a crown of unfading clory at the right hand 


of God. Copway, alias K -KE-KA-KAH-BOWR. 
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‘required holiness, both in the “inner, and in the outer man.” 


deavored to obtain a suitable conviction of inbred sin. 
~ that | had not been saved from pride and unbelief, though I do not re- 
‘member that I have felt the risings of anger, from the time of my 


»-even now, with all n 


fromall sin”. My poor sinful heart bad been was 


has been complied with. I now have several communications upon 
this subject on hand; and I propose to select such portions as have a 


justice to my feelings, I felt to sink into nothing before the Lord, 


Whilst he was my ail and in all. My whole soul seemed filled with 3 
love to God and man. [could feel | 


‘my cross ina public meeting. I felt 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfeetron. | 
Dear Brorner.—A year or two since, | requested a pious sister 
to give me some account of her Christian experience. ‘This request 


direct bearing upon the subject of holiness, and forward them to you 
for publication in your excellent Guide, should they be judged suita- | , 
ble for your columns. 


East Cambridge, April 21, 1840. 


I now began to reflect-upon the duties and privileges of the Chris- 
tian. I saw that the “commandment was exceeding broad ;” that it 


About three months after Lobtained the forgiveness of my sins, I 


resolved in earnest to seek for the blessing of holiness. 1 first en- 


I soon found. 


conversion. 1 was not at that time so fully convinced of the evils of <J 
my heart as have been since; yet sought forthe blessing; Iwept, 
and prayed ; and alter a severe strugele, was enabled tolay hold upon) 
“Faithful is he that hath called you, who also. will” 


_ Here memory fails toretrace, and but for the help of some wri- 
ungs, written about that time, | should not be able to proceed * and 
yo vailable helps, 1 shall never be able to do 


] walked in the “ light, and the blood of Jesus C hrist. cleansed me 4. 
rom all sin.” poor sinful hed in the crimson 
tide, and thus saved from its moral taint. — et | | 
~ But I was very soon brought into cond 


mnation by refusing to bear. 
that by so doing, | had grieved the 

» that the way of holiness was 
at it admitted of no deviation from the 
path of duty. 1, however, tasted the word of the Lord to be sweet : 
“Tf any man sin, we have an Advocate with, the Father > but my 
great besetment Was an unwillingness to bear the cross: and on this 
rock I made shipwreck... ‘My confidence was gone, and I again lived — 

| ome | \ 


Holy Spirit. Now I saw clearly 


straight and narrow way; th 
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‘benisath my privilece. But O the wretchedness of my heart ; Iw ill 
not attempt to describe it. I could only say, 


“ Here [ repent and sin again ; 
Now { revive, and now am slain: 
Slain with the same unhappy dart, 
~ Which O, too often, wounds my heart.’’ . 


' I still felt the need of holiness » but did not believe for it. My confi- 
dence was gone. 


~The next year following , we were favored with a visit froma youn: 


brother in the ministry, whe enjoyed this priceless treasure. Hlis 

prayers, evhortations and sermois were truly of a melting 

At the age of fifteen he experienced religion, and soon atier obtained | 
the blessing ‘of holiness. 


I now cathered fresh courage, and once more resolv od to ask the. 


Lord for a pure heart. In a. short time [ gained my lost evidence of 


a sanctified state. For.months [ walked continually in the “ light of 


his countenance,” > and could s say, “I live, but nevertheless not 1, but 


Christ liveth, in. me; and the life now live, live by faith on the 
Son of God.” My closet duties were sweet; the class and prayer — 


meetings were “ gcasons of refreshing ;” and.the duties of religion, I 


and relished. I Joved to dwell upon.redemption’s theme. 


was my constant 5 ina 1 word, life was as an: 


bee! Butter and I did eat, 
And lifted up on hich; 
Saw the world beneath my feet, 
And rode upon the wy): 


ours affectionately, 


| Barker. 


| “EXTRACTS. 
From the Jovirnat J. Taylor, whale in College. 


éxperience "and holy living is an orthy, the imitation of every 


Student, any every © hristian. 


July” 6. asweet, melting ,exulting season at the of 


evening prayer. My soul Genet “on Jesus, and breathed forth. its 
tender ejaculations : Jesus—Jesus-—sw eet, Jesus,” 
.longed evermore to sit.at his feet.» 
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66 In view of our evening meeting me into hig hands, 


left myself, and felt that, let God do W ith me as he would, 
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even if he sent me to hell, J would not, get out of his hands. It was 
so rood to be at his disposal. Had a solemn meeting. Brother I. 
attended with me. About thirty young ladies present. ee 
«“ Heard the other day that my dear friend L. P. had entertained 
a hope, and is now a professed follower of Christ. For: him, as for 
no one else, have I prayed. Many an agonizing struggle have [had 
before my God on his account—some of which have been recorded. - 
Werote tan lever 
“July 8. Sunday. Yesterday received intelligence from my 
brother K. of the dangerous illness of my dear sister M. ‘To-day a 
letter from my sister E. conveys similar intelligence. | Probably ere 
this she is a disembodicd spirit. Well—my soul says, well. For, in 
view of this providence, I have been sweetly refreshed by the assu- 
rance that God omnipotent, and a God who is infinitely wise and be- 
 nevolent, reigns. This to me is enough. I melted at the thought 
- jnto tenderness of love, and with the sweetest confidence placed my 
allon God. [could commend my sister to God—her companion and 
little one. So, too, of my parents, and brothers, and other sisters. [- 
do not feel afflicted, but I rejoice that God reigns without.a rival. 1 
would not for a universe take either myself or my friends out of the 
hands of God. ‘To die in Christ [ believe to be great. gain. For 
myself, have longed to die. Even to-night, wished to die, that 
might see Jesus, whom, having not seen, | love. I desired tobe ine 
troduced to angels—seraphim and cherubim—principalities and pow- 
_ ers—orders of beings of whom we know but little ; and then to see 
all the saints. 1 was willing to let my body go into the gravee And 
the thought of.a Heaven or is my solace. .The thought 


ma of Jesus, as ‘ the resurrection and the life,’ went to my inmost pow- 
~ers, and sweetly and meltingly comforted me. believed him as 
7 my risen Saviour, and that L should also rise, having a glorious body 


like his own. -Amen, and amen. | es 
“July 13. This, has been a day of fasting. To me, at the eve- 
-ning offering, it was a season of feasting ; for my soul fed on bread 
from heaven. My soul reposed itself, and wished to lie at Jesus’ 
eet. felt unusual unworthiness before God. Yet Leould tell Jesus 
my soul hang upon him. My soul seemed to clasp him in the 
arms.of love. Lasked fora broken heart, and a broken heart was 
given to me; T asked for a contrite spirit, it was directly. given me. 
sO how my soul longed to drink in the Holy Ghost. A tlame was 
~ kindled. My great desire was to be like Christ.” In view of spcak- 
ne to longed for like Christ’s, to wee 
it fem, and to have my bowels melt with love. [think I could appeal 
Mm). —s- to God, and say, what is there that would induce me to Jabor for © 
souls, but the prospect of vlorifying thy vreat n ne, felt 


for the name of G name, felt a jealousy 
_ for the name of God, and wished honor to eome to it. I felt, too, 
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borhood. . The little band which I so often met at Mrs. 
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much like a little child, before: nvy heavenly Father. Abstinence to- 
day has wrought good to the inner man. “Had some touches of his 
love in a grove of woods, whither I resorted early this afternoon. 


“ July 18. Had good news from afar. Brother 'T., who came 
from Princeton, has seen some of my friends there, and in the neigh- 
, are on 
their advance heaven-ward. It scems that Miss Sarah W. died in 
triumph, singing, ‘O may I worthy prove, &c. My dear. friend 
Mrs. L. too, ~has gone. The associations connected with days past, 


the review hich brother T’.’s conversation awoke, led me to a 


precious and exceedingly happy season before my God, ~My soul | 
melted with grateful acknowledgment for God’s goodness towards me, - 


and to them. Was greatly humbled and prostrate before God, and 
was vlad. Walked out into a retired spot, and paced the ground. 


My heart-breathings were after God, the living God. ‘ Sweet, loving 
Jesus, sounded from my lips, w hile T meltingly contemplated my 
dearest Lord. I longed to go and be with him. Angels were very 
dear to my heart. 1 felt a love for the dear and holy spirits. Sin 
appeared exceedingh y odious. ‘Afterwards, had a pleasant season be- 
low stairs, in urging one and another to a holy life. Happy, happy; ¢ 


ate in God. Praise, praise, praise the God of ry salvation ! 


\ 
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Wouldst thou be cleansed from every taint) 
grievous and defiling sin? 
And is it truly thy complaint. 


“And do thy heartstrings | wail thy wo? 
‘And pants thy. spirit to bevfree’?) / 

And do outbreathings hourly go. | 


Alone, alone, and passion tost— ae 
hough from destruction’ brink— 
Still on the seas where souls are lost, 

And fearing thou shalt sink, 


Spake to thy sins the Voice’ that charmed 
Judea’s waters once to rest—. : 
And is not all the tempest calmed 
To silence in thy breast? 
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Hear! for ’tis easy to the heart | 

That meekly sits, of Christ to learn ;— 
Words, that to darkness light impart, 
In such shall clearly burn. - 


“ Below thy raging sins sink down,” 
Nor heed their stormy strife above ; 
Thou shalt not meet a Saviour’s frown 

- Within his arms of love. 


Down, down in dust !—the only place 
For lips that. press despair’s full cup j— 
Thence the strong arm of sovereign grace — 
Shall quickly, raise thee. 


Humility, at. feet, 
In wondrous beauty stable confest ;— 
. Take by thy Lord the lowest seat, 
A weeping, welcome guest. 


>T was on the mount the “pilgrim grew. 

boastful man, and proud and vain 
But in the vale. he had sin’s view, 3 


Trust Him whe saves, to thy soul; 
To limit boundless love beware! oa 
Grace that begins, completes the whole ; 7 : | | | 

prove) it be care. 


| 'Twas mine, is mine, and still shall.be ;— i— 
when I'm humble Christ is nigh, 


For the Guide to Christiah Peifectin? 


ay rioticed | in the closing article of 
No. 2, like this. « Lear there ate fewer instances of sanctification now 
than formerly.” I said in my heart, not-so. I think the number ts 
increasing. _ I will tell you a little of w hat the Lord is doing on this — 
(Canaan, N. H.) “And though this land of. Canaan may not 
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flow literally with milk and honey, I will assure you there is some 
good fruit. And first I will tell you some of the dealings of God 
with me. After living in a justified state twenty-three years, or q 
might say) in unbelief, | went with my companion to the Bristol 
Camp Meeting. I felt a desire that I might be made holy ; but so_ 
& strong were my habits of unbelief, that I hardly dared ever to expect. 
such a blessing. We went on to the ground, and found that the 
meeting had commenced in the spirit. Almost every prayer seemed 
to be, * O Lord; cleanse my heart; make me holy ;” and T felt a 
‘desire to be made clean by the blood of Christ, as [ frequently had for 
years. On Wednesday, a thought came into mind like this. Now 
the Lord never would beget in me an anxious desire for this blessing, 
if he was not willing I should have it. willing. will. 
., .come’and claim it. The next morning we met together in the 
tent for a prayer meeting, and a request Was made by a good =~ 
brother, that those who felt particularly anxious for the blessing 
of sanctification, might manifest it, and they should be made special. 
subjects of prayer. I arose, with a number of others, told them 
desired this blessing, that 1 believed God was willing [should have 
it, and felt that [ was unprepared to be useful without it. We knelt 
down, and while prayer was offered up, God gave me power to lay ~ 
hold of that faith which enabled me to say from the heart, ‘* Lord, Lean — 


believe ; Lord, I will believe ; Lord, do-believe.”. The blood of 
Christ does cleanse it cleanses now, this moment. felt that my 


_ heart was purified and made clean. But still Pwaited for the fulfile 
ment of this promise: * Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after 
-- righteousness, for they shall be filled.” I was not filled. A sermon 
was about to be preached, and I sat in silence; but soon I was filled 
with glory and with God. When.the sermon was-concluded, I arose 
and said, “ I feel that I love the Lord with all my heart. 1 have not 
a doubt of it. . I know it isso; for I feel the direct-witness-of the 
Spirit.” O, thought I, what a blessed tent’s company we have. Six 

or seven had received the blessing of perfect love; others were, 
- groaning for full redemption, and two others had received the witness 


of the Spirit the week before, at Norwich. After Leame home, 
felt aegreat anxiety that-my brethren in-class might be sanctied; but 


felt a Spirit of prayer more especially for our class leader. After 
~ had prayed about five weeks, the Lord showed me it should be ac- . 

cording to my request. Early in the morning, before [ arose from 
my bed, I felt this promise was applied to my heart: ‘ Ask what you 

will, and it shall be done.” I said, ‘ Lord, Task the full salvation of 
our class leader.” I felt that God was pleased with this request. I 

said, “Lord, it must be so ; it shall be so. ‘Thou hast promised it; 
and hold thee at thy word.” ‘This brother has since told me that 
he never really felt in earnest to be sanctified wholly, till that morning: 


\\ 


j 
| Bis 
? 
+4 
i 
~ 
| | 4 
| 
| - 
& 
; 
\ 
4 
44 4 
ed 
ay 
a 
é 


| 


Guide to Christian Perfection. 


of which I speak. He is still thirsting for all the fulness of God. 
Brethren, this good spirit is working like leaven; and new witnesses 
are testifying that the blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin. Many 
are hungering and thirsting after righteousness. I pray that the church 
may be purified. Hearn. 
Canaan, N. H. 


THE PURE IN HEART SEE GOD IN ALL THINGS. 


The pure in heart see all things full of God. They sce him in, 
firmament of heaven, in the moon walking in brightness, inthe 
sun when he rejoiceth as a giant to run his course. ‘They see him 
making the clouds his chariots, and walking upon the wings of the — 
wind. They see him preparing rain for the earth, and blessing the 
increase of it; giving grass for the cattle, and green herb for the use — 

' of man... They see the Creator of all, wisely governing all, and up- 
» holding all things by the word of his power. O Lord, our Governor! 


excellent is thy name inall the world! 

tm In all his providences relating to themselves, to their souls or 

=) _— bodies, the pure in heart do more particularly see God. They see. 

ever over them for good; giving them all things in weight 

and measure, numbering the hairs of their head, making a hedge — 

~ round about them and all that they have, and disposing all the cir- 
cumstances of their life, according to the depth both of his wisdom 


_ But in a more especial manner, they see God in his ordinances. " 
Whether they appear in the great congregation, to pay him the honor — 
due unto his name, and worship him in the beauty of holiness; or 
enter into their closets, and there pour out their souls before their Fa- 
_ ther which is in secret; whether they search the oracles of God, or ~ 
hear the ambassadors of Christ proclaiming glad tidings of salvation; | 
~ or by eating of that bread, and drinking of that cup, « show forth Hig. oS 
» > death till he come ” in the clouds of heaven: in all these his appoint-» 
ed ways, they find such a neat approach as cannot be expressed. | 
, They see him, as it were, face to'face; and “ talk with him as aman 
~talketh with his friend >’ a fit preparation for those mansions’ above, 
wherein they shall see him as he is—Westey, 
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